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For Immediate Release 

White House Announces Plans For Immigration Reform 

Obama Administration to Make Good on Promise to Fix Our Nation's Most Complex Problems  
 

Washington, DC - As the New York Times reported today, the Obama administration has reiterated its intention to 

tackle comprehensive immigration reform this year. Recent statements from Speaker Pelosi and Senator Reid have 

also signaled their support. Yet some observers had assumed that the promise President Obama made during his 

campaign to reform the dysfunctional U.S. immigration system during his first year in office would be sidelined by the 

current recession. But, as the White House made clear today, the President intends to make good on his promise. The 

following is a statement by Angela Kelley, Director of the Immigration Policy Center (IPC) in Washington, DC. 

  

"We applaud the White House, Senator Harry Reid, and Speaker Nancy Pelosi for their vision, leadership, and com-

mitment to passing comprehensive and meaningful immigration reform this year. The United States, now more than 

ever, needs workable solutions that fix our broken immigration system, support our economic recovery, and allow hon-

est and hardworking people to become lawful and contributing members of our society. 

  

The White House said a key component of comprehensive immigration reform will be the creation of a pathway to 

legal status for the roughly 12 million undocumented immigrants now living in the United States. Although critics of 

reform often deride anything short of mass deportation as a blanket 'amnesty,' a well-tailored legalization program 

would, in fact, bring order and legality to bear on what is now a chaotic and unregulated situation. Moreover, legaliza-

tion would not add new workers to a U.S. economy already reeling from high unemployment. Rather, it would give 

legal status, and the full protection of labor laws, to workers who are already here. Undocumented immigrants apply-

ing for legal status would not only have to register with the federal government, but would also have to meet a number 

of other requirements, including paying taxes, getting criminal background checks, learning English, and paying a fine. 

  

In addition, comprehensive reform will have to address many of the other flaws and inequities within our immigration 

system. It will have to reduce the enormous backlog of applications for family reunification, which impose lengthy wait-

ing times on individuals abroad who are trying to rejoin their families in the United States. It will have to create 

smarter and more targeted enforcement mechanisms that find individuals who pose a danger to public safety or na-

tional security, rather than expending resources on chasing workers and breaking apart families. And it will have to 

consider appropriate legal limits on immigration that rise and fall with the labor needs of our economy, rather than 

arbitrary numerical caps that bear no relationship to labor demand.  

  
The time is now to resolve this ongoing and complex problem. Fixing our immigration system is an important part of 

addressing our nation's economic, healthcare, and homeland security challenges. The White House has taken the first 

step today and we stand committed in supporting their efforts towards achieving sensible and comprehensive reform 

this year." 

 

For press inquiries contact: 

Wendy Sefsaf, 202-507-7524 or email wsefsaf@ailf.org  

Andrea Nill, 202-507-7520 or email anill@ailf.org  

 

A division of the American Immigration Law Foundation. 

Visit our website at www.immigrationpolicy.org. Visit our blog at www.immigrationimpact.com  

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102546213651&s=6923&e=00165Yy7dJuR96MuT7URGW69-AvY6gr6e10iE5sr6emiCrr7o21f3vrJ8OkV8xb6i4k6ht9cOVvZ6aP6qywTF30dta6V33_ANlSxxo8I6eLvbjrOz9YZxFwSPis1hHIEStl-bUnTdhZpvsIwP6ayeiK3_q91KY4DyHu_5nmJU6e1eonRYLx5mbH3g==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102546213651&s=6923&e=00165Yy7dJuR964m5h7CO53JLcAnDcwnUsuAXE-oFYbTky7LSZVMNue5o_D2BgtMWWgYHKfBpEEzR7Af_voVwvjKCRMmtS5JmJSACObOEwlIRRn4534iy1yH3YOydcKcfmw5yzkBXlDTwI=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102546213651&s=6923&e=00165Yy7dJuR96b_7-z7yz81MpD6vL6g35jDhNbHKl9NlDfFRm_a4jtMpoqL_KZrccZc_F6qlRwrms-WmZumQg1lcJWxLsxJ6tDTQcRBD1dvk5WqeUnsV44_KxTtDsMimBIQ2MIg0Sbt1wMjlcYs3ok0oBS0-E6bNFifvUzu1l1PIO2bq2bZSP5jj_y1ThTSvdzjNTVrVL5DH8=
mailto:wsefsaf@ailf.org
mailto:anill@ailf.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0013sB3H4Ngeb8u23v8DTLYuHff5o3A9Y7fC7wsO-myYRJX8RIQtjCJU2lT5w5MoDBNruFtlQCCVis4BypKz358QSnkHIGy4kZ3WjQGc9mhqFGdO-75dEFf5V4SGNJr23Hf&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=tygao9cab.0.jukuxucab.j7yeracab.6923&ts=S0391&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.immigrationimpact.com%2F


P A G E  2  V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  3  

 

Congratulations! Seattle University School of Law Students 
 

 

 

 

The school year is about to come to an end at SU Law.  Wednesday is the last day of classes.  I just wanted to highlight some 

wonderful achievements of some of our students.  We have some students working in Eastern Washington (Emily Gonzalez 

and Akshat Divatia) so if you're in the area, please reach out to them. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

By Fe Lopez  

Vice President of Social Activities and Co-Chair of Community Service  Commitee 

Emily Gonzalez, 2L at Seattle University School of Law will have her article published in the 

Seattle Journal for Social Justice.  Her article entitled, Battered Immigrant Youth Take the Beat: 

Special Immigrant Juveniles Permitted to Age-Out of Status, will be published in the Spring of 2010. 

Emily Gonzalez is the incoming President of the Latina/o Law Student Association and Public 

Relations Chair of the National Latina/o Law Student Association.  This summer, she will be an 

intern at the Yakima City Prosecuting Attorneyõs Office. 

Joseph (Joe) Alvarado, 2L at Seattle University School of Law will have his article 

published in the Seattle Journal for Social Justice.  His article entitled, Keeping Jailers 

from Keeping Keys to the Courthouse: The Prison Litigation Reform Act and Section Five of 

the Fourteenth Amendment, will be published in either the Winter of 2009 or Spring 

of 2010. 

 

Malou Chavez, 2L started her role as Seattle University School of 

Lawõs Student Bar Association President on April 1, 2009. 

Hindira Navarro, 1L started her role as the Northwest Region Representative for the National 

Latina/o Law Student Association.  The Northwest Region encompasses Washington, Oregon, 

Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota. 

Akshat Divatia, 1L  was chosen by Columbia Legal Services as the 2009 Laurel Rubin 

Farmworker Justice Intern to serve in the Tri-Cities area in Eastern Washington this 

Fernanda Parra, 3L  is finishing up her year as the President of the Latina/o Law Student 

Association and Co-President (and co-founder) of the Society for Immigrant and Refugee 

Justice. 

Jennifer Smith, 3L is finishing up her year as the Editor-in-Chief of the Seattle University Law Re-

view. 

Jennifer Smith is the Seattle University School of Law LBAW Liason and will join Lane Powell as an 

associate attorney following the bar exam. 
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On Friday, April 24th, 2009, LBAW attorneys, SU law students, and SU Law Professor Rafael Pardo participated in a lunch panel, 

law school tour, and mock class for the freshmen of Eastern Washington University CAMP program at Seattle University School 

of Law.  The CAMP  program is the College Assistance Migrant Program.  It is a federally funded program designed to support 

students from migrant and seasonal farmworking backgrounds during their first year in college.  CAMP  provides students with 

both financial assistance and academic support services, with the goal of preparing them to continue at a four year college or uni-

versity.  A total of 33 freshman CAMP students attended.  Most of these students are from Central and Eastern Washington. 

  

Seattle University School of Law would like to thank LBAW for partnering to coordinate this event.   

  

In addition, SU Law would like to thank the following LBAW members, board members, and students for their time and support: 

Attorneys: 

·        Joaquin Hernandez 

·        Abram Gomez 

·        Jesse Valdez 

·        Ciarelle Jimenez Valdez 

·        Nicole McGrath 

·        Patricia Lally 

·        Pedro Bernal 

·        Javier Garcia 

  

Law Students: 

·        Fernanda Parra 

·        Malou Chavez 

·        Hindira Navarro 

·        Maribel Martinez 

·        Veronica Quinonez 

·        Emily Gonzalez 

·        Jennifer Smith 

·        Akshat Divatia  

 

 

Thank You LBAW Attorneys and Law Students!   

Program for the CAMP undergraduates from Eastern Washington University was a success! 

By Fe Lopez  

Vice President of Social Activities and Co-Chair of Community Service  Committee 
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This newsletter signals a change in editors and LBAW sends a special thank you to Sarah Leyrer former Vice 

President of communications who single-handedly managed a two-person job. Currently, LBAW is seeking a 

volunteer to work with Victoria Roa, this year's VP of Communications, to produce our monthly newsletter. 

For the member who yearns to be on the cutting edge of LBAW news, this assignment is for you! If you are 

interested in assisting with the newsletter, please contact LBAW President Nicole McGrath at 

nmcgrath@lbaw.org 

Important Announcement  
By Nicole McGrath  

mailto:nmcgrath@lbaw.org
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Latino Community Fund 
 

The Latino Community Fund is seeking nominations for Latino-led/Latino-Accountable groups, programs 

and organizations which are conducting successful culturally relevant and linguistically appropriate services 

and efforts with and on behalf of Latinos. To nominate a group go to:  

http://org2.democracyinaction.org/o/5832/t/5066/signUp.jsp?key=741 

 

Eligible nominated groups, programs and organizations will be invited to participate in a grant competition 

where Latino leaders and content experts from across the state will learn about their work in order to 

identify and invest (via value added grants) in successful culturally relevant and linguistically appropriate 

services and efforts with and on behalf of Latinos. Self-nominations are accepted. Last day for nominations 

is Friday May 8th, 2009 (5:00pm PST) 

 

Thank you,  Latino Community Fund Board of Directors  

http://www.latinofacilitator.com//Board.html 
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SGB & LBAW JUNE 10th LEGAL CLINIC 
  

Please volunteer for the 2009 cycle free legal clinic scheduled for June 10th at El Centro de la 

Raza.  (See details below).  Attorneys are needed for consultations in the following areas of the law: 

·       Immigration  

·       Family  

·       Consumer  & Finance Law (includes  Creditor/Debtor issues)  

·       Landlord -Tenant Law  

·       Property/Real Estate  

·       Criminal Law  

  

Non-Attorneys (i.e., legal staff and law students) are also needed for intakes.  Law students may choose 

to shadow an attorney upon advance request.  

If you are able to volunteer, please download and complete the attached Volunteer Application or 

download it at www.lbaw.org/legalclinics.html.  The application and all questions should be directed to 

LBAW Community Service Committee Chairs, Lorena González and Fé Lopez, at clinics@lbaw.org. 

Gracias! 

  

Attorneys & Non-Attorneys Needed to Volunteer at the SGB & LBAW Free Bilingual Legal Clinic. 

WHEN :   Wednesday, June 10th, 2009 

TIME :  6:00 pm ð 8:00 pm 

WHERE :  El Centro de la Raza, Third Floor 

2524 16th Ave. South, Seattle, WA  98144 

The Latina/o Bar Association of Washington , in partnership with Schroeter Goldmark & 

Bender , invite you to be a volunteer at an upcoming Free Bilingual Legal Clinic for the Latina/o Com-

munity at El Centro de la Raza on the above-listed date.  Spanish interpreters are available upon 

request.   

Please complete and return the volunteer application if you are interested in volunteering.  

Individuals interested in volunteering as a Spanish interpreter should email Sarah Haywood at volun-

teer@elcentrodelaraza.org.  All other questions may be directed to clinics@lbaw.org.  

LBAW Community Service Committee  

P.O. Box 21134 

Seattle, WA 98111 

Email: clinics@lbaw.org  

Web: www.lbaw.org 

Schroeter Goldmark & Bender   

810 Third Avenue, Suite 500 

Seattle, WA  98104 

Tel:  206.622.8000 

Web: www.sgb-law.com | www.sgb-abogados.com 
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We need your Stories  

The Washington State Supreme Court is reviewing the recent case of Salas v. High Tech Erectors, 177 P.3d 769 (2008). The case 

affects anyone who brings claims on behalf of injured people or immigrant workers. Salas holds that evidence of immigration status 

is admissible where the defendant is prepared to show that the Plaintiff may return to their home country. 

This ruling has the effect of preventing Plaintiffs with questionable immigrant status from claiming future wage loss. But it reaches 

farther. It encourages racial profiling, the Plaintiff of color or the Plaintiff with an accent will be the recipient of discovery requests 

regarding their status. The ruling rewards tortfeasors because it allows them to intimidate vulnerable immigrants from asserting 

their rights or cutting off remedies that would otherwise be available. It denies immigrants access to justice. 

We are members of a committee working together with Columbia Legal Services, NW Justice Project, Latina/o Bar Assoc., Na-

tional Employment Law Project and others, to write an amicus brief in support of Mr. Salasõ appeal of this issue. We are at the 

stage in our briefing where we need your stories. 

 

Specifically, we are seeking stories from personal injury and employment law practitioners who have first hand experience with the 

following (redaction to preserve confidentiality is preferred): 

 

·       Rulings in which a Judge has allowed evidence of immigration status. 

·       Clients who have chosen not to file suit for fear of deportation. 

·       Defendants who have threatened Plaintiffs with deportation or other immigration consequences. 

·       Juries who have been allowed to consider Plaintiffõs immigration status and the impact. 

·       The role immigration status plays in mediation or settlement. 

·       Defendants who have successfully eluded liability due in some part to Plaintiffõs immigration status. 

·       Discovery requests that seek information regarding immigrant status. 

·       Any instances of harassment of your clients or witnesses due in any part to their immigration status. 

·       Correspondence in which a party or witnessesõ immigration status is discussed as a factor in liability considerations. 

·       Correspondence in which a party or witnessesõ immigration status is discussed as a factor in reducing damages or limiting 

 remedies. 

·       Correspondence in which a party or witnessesõ immigration status is discussed as a method of harassment. 

 

Thank you for providing us with the tools we need to work to reverse this ruling. 

Lorena González, Gonzalez@sgb-law.com 

Alisa Brodkowitz, Alisa@Brodkowitzlaw.com 

___________ 

M. Lorena González  

Attorney at Law 

Schroeter Goldmark & Bender  

810 Third Avenue, Suite 500 

Seattle, WA  98104 

Tel:  206.622.8000  

En Español: 1.800.353.0626 

Fax:  206.682.2305 

Email: gonzalez@sgb-law.com  

Web:  www.sgb-law.com  En Español: www.sgb-abogados.com 

mailto:Gonzalez@sgb-law.com
mailto:Alisa@Brodkowitzlaw.com
mailto:gonzalez@sgb-law.com
http://www.sgb-law.com/
http://www.sgb-abogados.com/
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