
programõs funds were getting cut, 

the then-school superintendent 

noted Proyector was ôdoneõ.  In a 

natural response from the Latino 

community, the parents organ-

ized to keep Proyector open.  

Moroles recalled how people 

such as Evelyn Sanchez, with the 

City of Seattleõs Department of 

Neighborhood, and Rusty, then 

Vice President, Minority Affairs 

for University of Washington, 

joined the parentsõ efforts to halt 

the closing of this critical pro-

gram. 

Out of these initial efforts came 

the first Latino Education Summit 

held in March 2005 at Chief 

Sealth High School.  òIt was a 

tremendous turnout with par-

ents, kids, and every single school 

board member attending this 

historic event!ó  The success is 

Helping Latino Youth Re-

main and Re -Enter Schools: 

How Campaña  Quetzal and Latino 

Juvenile Justice Network (LJJN) Are 

Hoping to be Part of the Solution. 

By Nicole McGrath, 

LBAW President Elect  

òIt began when we parents be-

came frustrated with Seattle 

School Districtõs inability to serve 

our Latino teensó recalled Adrian 

Moroles as he recounted how a 

much-needed program called 

Campaña  Queztal formed in 

2004.  As Moroles described it, 

Latino parents were questioning 

what caused the disparity in 

lower WASL scores when òour 

kidsó took the tests.  Parents 

began meeting as concerned 

citizens asking what they could 

do to help with this growing 

problem. 

It was on Saturday mornings, 

years ago, at El Centro Commu-

nity Center when parents began 

putting their heads together to 

respond in an organized, edu-

cated manner.  At that time, a 

program called Proyector Sabor 

was suffering from funds cuts to 

its services. Moroles said Proyec-

tor served as a refuge for these 

kids. The kids attending the 

Proyector program tended to 

stay in school and go to college.  

òThere was a track recordó as 

Moroles adamantly stated.  

When parents enquired why the 

still very real as òwe are cur-

rently still riding on the momen-

tum of that conference.ó  As a 

result of that conference, 9 reso-

lutions were passed and became 

the blueprint for action in the 

future.  Some of those resolu-

tions include educating parents, 

reading programs targeted at 

students as young as pre-

kindergarten, and dual language 

instruction. 

The purpose of the dual-language 

program was for preschoolers to 

become educated in classes in 

where teachers instruct in half-

English and half-Spanish lan-

guages.  Of the dual language 

instruction, Moroles became 

excited as he described how it is 

good for the kidsõ academic per-

formance and their self-esteem.  

According to Moroles, academic 

research shows a clear correla-

tion benefit between a youthõs 

standardized test scores as com-

pared with their participation in a 

dual language program.  Such a 

program is flourishing at Con-

cord Elementary School.  The 

program is currently underway in 

kindergarten classes.  However, 

Moroles explained the long-term 

Helping Latino Youth Remain and Re-Enter Schools 
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P A G E  2  

Helping Latino Youth Remain and Re-Enter Schools (continued) 

goal is to expand the dual-

language programs to Roxbury 

and White Center neighbor-

hood schools. 

As is typical in fledging non-

profit programs such as Ca-

pana Queztal, the levels of 

funding required to finance 

these programs is òjust not 

there yet.ó  They have re-

ceived a small grant from OSPI.  

With those funds, it is hoped 

that a tutor-mentor progam 

will be launched.  Called El 

Camino (or Pathways Picot 

Initiative) program, the heart 

of the program is providing 

high school students as 

òmentorsó to tutor and men-

tor middle-aged school kids.  

Participating high school kids 

will be rewarded with monies 

earmarked for college ex-

penses.  That program is òjust 

getting builtó. 

Seeking funds from either the 

Washington State legislature 

or other sources nowadays 

requires objective evidence 

demonstrating why the funds 

are needed for a particular 

project.  How a related advo-

cacy group called Latino Juve-

nile Justice Network has been 

learning this lesson would best 

be entitled òSenor Moroles 

Goes to Washingtonó.  For the 

past two years, attempts to 

have the Washington State 

Legislature pass critical laws 

for Latino truant teens has 

only resulted in a reality check 

of how hard it can be to make 

advocated change solidify into 

law .  Just like the classic Frank 

Capra film called òMr. Smith 

Goes to Washingtonó, a well-

meaning Latino citizenõs voice 

to pay for projects without 

tangible evidence. 

With the close of the 2008 

Washington State Legislative 

session, Moroles watched as 

HB 2306 did not pass into law.  

He remained optimistic stating 

òIn 2009, the third timeõs the 

charmó.  However, even Mr. 

Moroles admitted he did not 

know which people or organi-

zations needed to collectively 

band together for advocating 

to let their children attend 

school for fear of ICE detain-

inig their loved ones.  Another 

reason is that a Latino youth is 

the proxy parent for younger 

siblings in the home while par-

ents are working night-time or 

two jobs.  However, without 

objective data tracking these 

youth, programs such as Latino 

Juvenile Justice Network or 

Campaña  Quetzal will not be 

able to convince the Legisla-

ture or large funding sources 

for the passage of this much-

needed law.   

In the meantime, Latino attor-

neys, legal staff professionals, 

and community members are 

encouraged to get educated 

about the work of Campaña  

Quetzal and the King County 

Latino Juvenile Justice Net-

work which both offer a vari-

ety of opportunities to assist 

their programsõ efforts.   

data, they have refused to 

voluntarily provide the data to 

parents or Campaña  Quetzal.   

Going to Olympia to request a 

law pass requiring schools do 

just that seemed the only an-

swer.  For the second year in a 

row, in 2008, Latino Juvenile 

Justice Network lobbied for 

proposed HB 2306 which 

would have also required 

school districts òto provide 

detailed data on the number of 

truancy petitions and truancy 

contempt motions filed with 

the juvenile court and whether 

or not these students subse-

quently returned to school and 

earned academic credit after 

incarceration.ó  The intended 

use of that data would be to 

provide a framework analysis 

for why Latino youths are not 

attending school.   

As Moroles said, òIn our own 

communities, you only have to 

speak to parents and students 

to know there are lots of rea-

sons for Latino teens failing to 

remain in school.ó  One rea-

son is that undocumented 

Latino parents who are afraid 

will not last long in those hol-

lowed halls without data prov-

ing Latino kids appear more 

often as truant youths from 

school than Caucasian youth.   

According to Mr. Moroles, the 

last two years he had advo-

cated for a law that would 

require schools to establish a 

òsingle, streamlined discipline 

data collection system and 

require regular reportingó of 

Latino youth who come in 

contact with school discipli-

nary practices.  While schools 

actually currently record such 

For more infor-

mation, please 

contact Adrian 

Moroles, LJJN 

Lead Convener 

and board mem-

ber of Campaña  

Quetzal, Sea Mar 

Community 

Health Centers, at 

253.627.2253 or 

adrianMoroles at 

seamarchc dot 

org.   


