LATINA/O BAR ASSOCIATION OF WASHINGTON

“Representing the Concerns and Goals of Latino Attorneys and the Latino Community”

MISSION AND PURPOSE. The purpose of the Latina/o Bar Association of Washington is to represent the concerns and
goals of Latino attorneys and Latino people of the State of Washington. To do so, we encourage and promote the active
participation of all Latino attorneys throughout the State and seek the involvement of Latino political, governmental,
educational and business leaders. Efforts are made to encourage and assist Latino students and to recognize the needs
and voice the concerns of Latino people and their communities.

MEMBERSHIP. LBAW’s members include judges, solo practitioners, prosecutors, defense attorneys, public sector
attorneys, private sector attorneys, in-house legal counsel and law students. Benefits to members include networking
opportunities through events and social receptions; paying a discounted rate to join the Hispanic National Bar
Association as an HNBA affiliated member; and mentoring opportunities. Membership fees vary depending on the size
or type of the employer and membership is free for law students. Mentors for law students are also available through the
LBAW Mentorship Program.

LEGAL STAFF COMMITTEE. The Legal Support Staff Committee serves to integrate legal support professionals into
the Latina/o Bar Association of Washington by providing them with information regarding programs and committees
that will best serve their interests. It works in conjunction with the Membership Committee to increase the number of
legal support professionals in the LBAW. Meetings are the second Wednesday of each month. Contact Susana Beltran
(susana@lbaw.org) for details.

JUDICIAL EVALUATIONS COMMITTEE. LBAW thoroughly and exhaustively reviews and interviews judicial
candidates and provides each with a rating of either Exceptionally Well Qualified; Well Qualified; Qualified; or Not
Qualified. For elected candidates, the results of the evaluations may be posted on LBAW’s website. And, for those
candidates seeking appointment to judicial positions, the results are forwarded to the Governor of Washington within
three weeks of the review.

LAW STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS. The Latina/o Bar Association of Washington Scholarship Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit corporation that provides three scholarships to law students from each of the three law schools in the State of
Washington. Please visit our website at www.lbaw.org to view the scholarship application.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT & SOCIALS. LBAW members regularly receive email notification of current job
openings, opportunities to attend CLE events, networking opportunities and community, bar, social and political events.
LBAW also hosts monthly happy hours, an annual membership picnic in August and a Latina/o Law Student Potluck in
November.

MEETINGS. The Board of Directors meet on the last Thursday of every month. Please visit our website at www.lbaw.org
for additional information about meeting times, dates and locations. General inquiries may be directed to CJ Valdez at
¢jimenezvaldez@lbaw.org

2008 Board of Directors: Ciarelle Jiménez Valdez (President), Nicole McGrath (President-Elect), Javier Garcia, Merkys
Gomez, Patricia Lally, Sarah Leyrer, Fé Lopez, Gloria Ochoa, R. Omar Riojas, Stephanie Thorpe and Jesse Valdez



President

The Zella Company

155 108th Avenue NE, Suite 601
Bellevue, WA 98004

Tel: (425) 466-3905

Fax: (425) 451-9500

Email: gjimenezvaldez@lbaw.org
Term: 2005-2009

Sarah Leyrer

Vice President of Communications
VP of Central Washington
Columbia Legal Services

1405 S Pioneer Way, Suite A

Moses Lake, WA 98837

Tel: 509.765.0417 x 202

Email: sleyer@lbaw.org

Term: 2008-2010

Jesse Valdez
VP of Finance

President-Elect & Secretary
Lawrence & Versnel PLLC
601 Union Street

Seattle, Washington 98101
Tel: (206) 624-0200

Fax: (206) 903-8552

Email: nmcgrath@lbaw.org
Term: 2007 — 2010

Liaison to Hispanic National Bar Association

Ruthford & Valdez, PLLC
Pacific Plaza Building

155 108t Ave NE, Suite 601
Tel: 425.637.3010
Email:jvaldez@lbaw.org
Term: 2007 — 2009

Patricia Lally

Co-VP of Judicial Evaluations

Co-Chair, Judicial Evaluations Committee
Office of United States Attorney

for The Western District of Washington
700 Stewart Street, Suite 5220

Seattle, WA 98101

Tel: 206.553.2619

Email: plally@lbaw.org
Term: 2008-2010

R. Omar Riojas

Co-VP of Development
DLA Piper US LLP

701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 7000
Seattle, WA 98104

Tel: 206.839.4835

Email: oriojas@lbaw.org
Term: 2007-2009

Javier F. Garcia

Vice President of Programs and Membership

Perkins Coie LLP

1201 Third Ave, Suite 4800
Seattle, WA 98101

Tel: 206.359.8036

Fax: 206.359.9036

Email: jgarcia@lbaw.org
Term: 2008 — 2010

Fé Lopez

Co-VP of Judicial Evaluations

Co-Chair, Judicial Evaluations Committee
Seattle University School of Law

901 12th Avenue - P.O. Box 222000

Seattle, WA 98122-1090

Tel: 206.398.4101

Email: fe.f.lopez@lbaw.org

Term: 2008 — 2010

Stephanie Thorpe

Co-VP of Socials & Banquet Planning
Rios Cantor, P.S.

811 First Avenue, Suite 200

Seattle, WA 98104

Tel: 206.749.5600

Email: sthorpe@lbaw.org

Term: 2007-2009

Gloria Ochoa-Lawrence

VP of Eastern Washington
Ochoa Lawrence Law Group
7103 W. Clearwater Ave. , Suite D
Kennewick, WA 99336

Tel: 509.734.1345

Email: gochoa@lbaw.org

Term: 2008 — 2010

Merkys Gomez

Co-VP of Socials & Banquet Planning
Co-VP of Development

Ridell Williams

1001 Fourth Avenue, Suite 4500
Seattle, WA 98154

Tel: 206.389.1579

Email: merkys@lbaw.org

Term: 2008 - 2010
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